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Mark Your Calendar! 
August 22 
 Orientation, Noon to 6pm  

August 23   
 Orientation, 8am to 2pm  

August 22/23 
 School Pictures, During 

Orientation Times  

August 29 
 First Day of School, 7:25 am 

(School opens at 7am) 

September 2/5 
 No School,  

Labor Day Weekend 

October 19 
 Parent Teacher Conferences,  

4:30pm to 8pm  

October 25 
 Parent Teacher Conferences,  

3:30pm to 7pm  

October 28 
 No School  

Principal’s Message 
Welcome back to the start of another school year here at the Zemmer 8/9 Campus!  I hope 
that this newsletter finds your family safe and healthy. The start of school for Zemmer 
students is right around the corner on Monday, August 29th.  We are excited to start 
another year here at Zemmer!  

Zemmer Orientation 
For all Zemmer students the orientation dates are listed below. At orientation, students will 
receive their schedules, locker information, fill out necessary forms, receive bus information, 
and have an opportunity to walk the halls and find their classes. All students will also have 
their school pictures taken during their orientation.  Please see the picture packet that was 
included in this mailing for purchasing options.  

August 22  All Students (A to Z) Orientation  Noon to 6pm   
August 23  All Students (A to Z) Orientation  8am to 2pm  

Often 9th grade students will have classes at Lapeer High School. When students pick up their 
schedules at Zemmer on either orientation date, they should look to see if they have any 
classes at LHS. If they do, you may want to consider visiting the high school after you leave 
Zemmer. Although the LHS orientation is not taking place at the same time, the building will 
be open, and students can find where their classes are located. Just stop in their main office 
and tell them you are a 9th grade student with one or more classes at LHS and they will take 
care of you.  
Please make sure to bring your completed verification sheet and picture order form to 
orientation. Both of these documents are included in this mailing.  

School Supplies + Chromebooks 
Every year parents ask for a copy of the “school supply list”.  Zemmer is a “one to one” school 
meaning that every student will be issued a district purchased Chromebook at orientation.  If 
there is one school supply they need to have every day, it is their Chromebook.  As 
technology continues to improve, the reliance on paper books, manuals, and textbooks 
becomes less and less important.  The majority of all the resource’s students have for classes 
are found in digital formats and students will do most of their assignments online and 
submitted through Google Classroom. It is extremely important for students (and parents) 
to get into the habit of charging their Chromebook nightly and bring it to school on a daily 
basis. Students will be required to have their Chromebook in nearly all of their courses 
throughout the day.  

With that said, students should still purchase basic items such as pencils, pens, highlighters, 
and a few notebooks and folders.  Backpacks are not permitted throughout the school day so 
an organizational tool like a Trapper Keeper is also beneficial. We also recommend looking 
into purchasing a charging station as well. This centrally located piece of technology can 
charge multiple digital devices at one time.  For those families with several students and 
numerous Chromebooks, this item can be especially useful.  

 

http://zemmer.lapeerschools.org/
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Office Hours & Phone Numbers 
Regular office hours at Zemmer 8/9 Building are 7am - 3:30pm. To facilitate a prompt 
response to telephone calls, direct lines are provided.  Telephone numbers follow: 

Main Office  667-2413 
Attendance Office  667-2413 x3402 
Counseling Office   
Mrs. Spisz (Counselor (A-K) 667-2413 x3410   
Mrs. Vanooteghem (Counselor (L-Z) 667-2413 x3409  
Dean of Students, Jack Chittle 667-2413 x3405 (Discipline Related Issues) 
Associate Principal – Kevin Wenzel 667-2413 x3404 (Athletics/Discipline) 
Principal – Dr. Jeff Stanton 667-2413 x3403 
The building opens at 7am.  After school, students should leave the building by 2:15pm 
unless involved in a supervised activity or class. The Media Center and the cafeteria are 
open until 3:25pm for students who need space to work.   

 
 

Student Schedules 
Schedules will be available at 
registration/schedule pickup.  
Students need to bring schedules on 
the first day of class. We also 
recommend students snap a picture of 
their schedule on their phone, so they 
have a digital copy as well.  Counselors 
will be stationed at the schedule table 
during registration.   If there is a 
legitimate educational reason to 
reconsider a student schedule, please 
call the counseling department at 667-
2413, (Mrs. Spisz:  A-K:  ext. 3410, Mrs. 
Van:  L-Z:  ext. 3409). 

Tutoring 
Once again, we will be offering 
tutoring after school on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 2:15pm to 3:15pm. 
Any student can stay for tutoring as 
long as they receive their own 
transportation. Multiple teachers are 
available on these days to support 
students in any class that they need 
help with. We strongly encourage this 
option for students who are struggling 
or having trouble turning assignments 
in.  

Student Meals 
Student meals will be served 
beginning the first day of school. 
Breakfast will once again be free for all 
students. We ask that all families to 
apply for free and reduced lunches. 
This process is required by the State of 
Michigan for Title I and 31a purposes. 
Both online and paper applications for 
the 2022-2023 school year will 
become available after July 1st, 2022. 
Applications are located in all district 
building offices. 

School Arrival and 
Departure 
Students who do not utilize busing 
are to be dropped off/picked up 
behind the Zemmer building in the 
North Parking lot.  For students who 
have a late arrival or and early pick up 
they will be picked up in the front of 
the building and students must sign 
in/out at the front office.  Students 
who are driven to school should not 
be dropped off earlier than 7am as 
that is when the building opens. 
 
 
 

 Cell Phone Policy 
                                   Starting this year, cell phones are not allowed in the classrooms.   
                                   Students are required to keep cell phones in their lockers and backpacks  
                                   during the school day.  Students are allowed to use cellphones during  
                                   passing time and during their lunch in the cafeteria.   All students are 
provided with Chromebooks, so there should be no academic reason for students to require 
their phones in class.  With that said, teachers may still choose on select days for specific 
lessons to allow cell phones into the room if they will serve an educational purpose.   
The biggest concern parents have is how to reach their child during the school day.  As has 
always been the case, please call the school if you need a message delivered to your child 
and office staff will ensure the student receives the message. 

Teacher Contact 
Teachers may be contacted by using their email address at Zemmer 8/9 Campus. This is a 
quick and easy way to keep in touch with your child’s individual instructors as well as all 
staff members. Email addresses are typically the teacher’s first name, a period, their last 
name @lapeerschools.org.  Example: (Jane Smith) jane.smith@lapeerschools.org 

Attendance Procedures 
If a student is absent, a parent should do the following: 
Call the Attendance Office, for students in grades 8-9, by dialing direct (667-2413, ext. 
3402) to excuse the absence.  Also, provide a note from the parent/guardian for the 
Attendance office on the first day back from an absence (the note should explain the 
reason for the absence.) 
The attendance and truancy policy will be explained and provided to students during the 
first week of school.  Please take the time to review this policy with your student.  You can 
find these policies in the student handbook. 

School Pictures/IDs 
School pictures will be taken during student registration/schedule pickup on August 22nd 
and 23rd and all students are expected to have pictures taken.  Beyond yearbook purposes, 
the picture will be used for issuing student identification cards.  Purchase of a picture 
package is optional. Information regarding pictures was included in the mailing and will be 
available at orientation. Please make sure students dress appropriately for pictures.  
Students who do not attend registration will be required to have their pictures taken at a 
later makeup date. That information will be provided in September’s newsletter.  
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Athletics 
Prior to the Fall Sports Season, the following items are available in the Zemmer 
or LHS office or online at http://lapeerlightning.com and MUST be turned in at 
the Mandatory Athletic/Meet the Coach Meeting OR to the Zemmer Office. 
Students will get a bracelet upon completion of the clearance process to show 
they are cleared. They must have this bracelet in order to practice. 

● All athletes must have a completed MHSAA Physical (dated April 15, 
2022 or after – must be new form or sign waiver when turning in) 

● All athletes must have a completed Emergency Card 
● All athletes must have a signed Athletic Code of Conduct Card (parent & 

student signatures required) 

*Pay to Participate must be paid in full before any athlete may participate in a 
game/contest/meet. 

*Please see the Athletic Code of Conduct for information on 8th and 9th Grade 
Eligibility requirements (grades) needed last year and current. 

*Impact Testing is required for all 8th and 9th Graders participating in athletics 
(Schedule to be determined) 

Tryouts/Practices for Fall Sports will tentatively begin the week of August 22nd. 
The exact dates and times of Fall Sports Tryouts/Practices will be coming soon.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For information regarding 8th grade 
athletics, contact Associate Principal and 
Athletic Director:   
Kevin Wenzel 
kevin.wenzel@lapeerschools.org  
810-667-2413 (extension 3404)  

For information regarding Freshman and JV 
athletics, contact District Athletic Director: 
Shad Spilski 
shadwin.spilski@lapeerschools.org  
810-667-2423 

All information regarding individual sports 
will be updated on the website: 
http://lapeerlightning.com 
 

Administering Prescription Medication at School 
It is sometimes necessary for a student to be given medication while at school.  To 
ensure the safety of the student, the State of Michigan requires the school to have a 
School Medication Permission and Instruction Form on file in the office.  The form 
must indicate the amount of medication to be given and the time it is to be given.  
The form must be signed by a doctor and turned in to the office prior to any 
prescription medication being administered at school. You may pick this form up in 
the office.  

Over the Counter Medication 
Students are allowed to carry their own over the counter medications, or students 
may keep their medication in the main office.  To do this the student must have an 
“Authorization for Self-Administration/Self-Possession of Over-the-Counter 
Medications” form on file in the office to access their medication.   

 

PowerSchool 
PowerSchool’s user-friendly and easy-to-
navigate interface provides a convenient way to 
check your student’s grades, attendance, 
school bulletins, notes from teachers, and any 
missing assignments.  We highly recommend 
enabling the e-mail notifications in Power 
School to automatically receive daily, weekly, 
every other week, or monthly updates via e-
mail.  This eliminates the need to log into 
PowerSchool to check your student’s progress 
and attendance. 
If you currently do not have Internet access at 
home, we encourage you to access 
PowerSchool via computers at a public library 
or via a mobile device with the “PowerSchool 
for Parents” App.  The website for PowerSchool 
is:  powerschool.lapeerschools.org.  Please do 
not add “www” to the beginning of the 
website. 
If you have previously accessed your student’s 
information via PowerSchool, your Access ID 
and Password are the same.  If you have never 
used PowerSchool, you will need your Access ID 
and Password from Zemmer.  You may stop in 
the school office or call to get this information.  
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